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O N T H E 

CHARACTER of METHODISM: 

IN WHICH 

The leading Principles of that Se£t: the Aids' 
it has borrowed from the Writings of the 
Clergy, and the Influence it has communi- 
cated to them, are confidered and ftated. 

By the Author of Remarks on Dr. Hallif ax's 
Preface to the Sermons of the late Dr. Ogden. 



Tros, Rutnlufve fuat, nuUo difcrisune habebo. 

VlRQ. 

From the grofloefs of it> fnperftitions we may infer the 
ignorance of an age, bat never Ihould prononace con- 
cemine; the Folly op an Individual from liii 
admitting popular Errora, confccrated with the ap- 
peuance of mieiDn. 
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AN 

E S S A Y 

ON T H9- 

CHARACTER w METHODISM. 



IF the Q^ipn between Df. Haliifax 
and Mr, Mainwaring b»d turned 
upon 4 ;ne{% po^nt of Critki^, t^e world 
wouM^ver have been troilbibd eittherwith 
this;, or myibnner publkation ; whacjx, al- 
though it has.a^aftof earaeftne&, was not 
di£bated by an attaduneat to the Perfon, 
or lOpmions of an^ in^wUi^. Tfac jR^- 
y' B rnarHs 
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marks indeed were a fhoit, and hafty per- 
formance, coniifting of fuch loofe, indi- 
gefted reflexions, as immediately occurred 
on reading the Preface by Dr. H. If 
ever noticed at all, they probably, _ by this 
time, may be quite forgotten. And 
though I dare not flatter mylelf, that a 
wider view, and fuller difcuflion of the 
fame fubje£l is likely to fumifli the 
. Reader with entertainment, or amufc- 
mentj yet information at leaft I will 
hope to afford him— information too, re- 
ijpefting partictilars, iti which every man, 
who feels, hath his fhare of intereft, and 
all, who think, mnft have fome ciiriofity. 
On this grpu^id it is, and on no other, 
that I intreat his attention to the follow- 
ing Confiderations on the Nature of En- 
thusiasm t the Origin of S?cts: the 
peculiar Genius of Methodism : the-Aids 
it 
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it, has borrowed from the Writings of 
the Clergy at large : and the Influ^ce, in 
return, ithasxommumcat^ to them. 

- PfiRSOHs of a lively imagination, and 
ftrong &niibility, ;have been fo .much 
affected on forvcying the evils of civilized 
life^ that, unmindful of its many,advan-> 
tagesand blefiings, they have almoft en*- 
vied . that clafs of . men, whofe lot hath 
fallen amidil . unfrequented mountains, 
or wild and lonely forcfts. In opulent 
ftates and flourifliing communities tiiG 
greateft corruptions muft ever be ex- 
pefted. Yet fuch a picture of human life 
in its higheft cultivation may well ihock 
a ferious and attentive obferver. He re- 
grets the lofs of that limplicity, which 
diftinguifhed the earlier ages, when arts 
were few, and innocence was fecure, and 
virtue in efle^m. But an honeft and 
B z brave 
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ftrave man wiH not content himfelf with 
barely lamenting th« dc|M^ved morals of 
his own commnnity. He-fees the ntcelK 
fity of fbme reformation, and, under this 
^orivi^ion, he forms fomit plan for efiefl- 
ing it. In order to ai:re& the courfe of 
ihoie irregularities, which menace with 
equal ruin both nations and iniKnduals, 
he tiies the imited force of advice, autho-i 
rity, sQid example;. He refolves to frams 
las-own Hfe.by a &Terer ruk, than the 
iwniiper of men in gcvKoA, or the condi^ 
tion of ibdal intercourfc can 'periiaps 
admit o£ : and attiibutes to the rule di- 
vinely prefcribed a rigour, in fome in- 
ftanccs^ greater than really belongs to it. 
All this is quite natural, and tiie condu£); 
of fiich a peribn, though not tlie moft 
prudent, is more to be admired than 
cenfured when we know his inte^ity; 
Biit honefty U- fc^far fr<»n bang a fttU'^ 
rity 



,,;. Google 



( 5 ) 

rltf againft £sf£u%}», that it frequently 
leads men into it -. and the mind begins 
t& be enthufiaftic, the moment frror of 
lexcefs mixes itfetf with the warmer affec- 
tions of the reU^ous kind; whether that 
error refpe£l the great objefl of ^1 rcli- 
^n ; or the nature, extent, and appli- 
.cafion of particular duties. The purity 
of this paflion is a diflin^l cpnfideration ; 
and can only be eftimated by finding out, 
what ftldom can be known exaftly, how 
far fingularity, or the love of oovelty : 
jin what degree intereft, pride, or vain- 
glory are, or are not, concerned. 

The obfcureft part in the hiftory of the 
'Chriftian Church is the account of thoCe 
numferous Sects, which Iprung up in 
the earlier periods of its exiftence^ in the 
ages of its greateft purity, and moft ad- 
verfc fortune, as well as in thofe of its 
B 3 greateft 
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greateft profperity and corruption. Th« 
Caufes of that obfcurity are partly the 
want of materials in times fo remotej and 
partly the inexplicable inconfiftencc and 
extravagance of the notions maintained. 
But after the revival of Letters, and the 
grand feparation from the Romtfh Comr 
munion, the various opinions which di- 
vided its opponents furniOied ample mat- 
ter for learned difputation. And from a 
view of thofe contefts it is fuiBciently 
clear, that all the parties engaged were 
tinftured more or lefs with the feme ipiri; 
pf bigotry, and enthufiafm. 

Having premifed thus much concern- 
ing Secjs in general, let us now take ^ 
fliort review of that among our own, 
which is more immediately the fubjeft gf 
pur prefent inquiry. 
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This SeB, like moft others, fets up a 
claim to fuperior fenftity, and profefles, 
as its title imports, a more than ordinary 
ftvcrity of life and manners. 

Pure Methodism, as it fubfil^ under 
its founder, Whitfield, and fome of 
his immediate followers, as far as fuch a 
Scheme is capable of defcription, feems 
to place Religion wholly, or chiefly, in 
certain inexfJicable impulfes, or move- 
ments of the mind; and requires of its 
votaries to commit- themfelves .to the 
guidance of the Spirit, with an utter con- 
tempt of reaTon, and all human learnings 

To argue with fuch perfons would be 
fruitleft labor. To attack them in the 
way of wit and ridicule, as fome have 
done with great advantage is, I think, 
improper. For, amidft all their extra- 
It 4 vagance, 
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yaganctt, fome of them, at leaft may be 
yeryfincere. And that veneration, which 
J5 due to religion is never more endan- 
gered, than when religiptis errors are 
expoled in a ludicrous way. Perfons of 
a thou^tful and delicate turn are fhocled 
at fuch lenty. , Thrfe of af contrary cafl: 
are confirmed in their indifleicnoe and 
kifenfibility } while the deluded ObjeSs 
of fach railiery are irritated, infteaid of 
^itig reclaimed, fididei, to attack errors 
of ai eertain fort, ii. to give them confir* 
qutnoe. Better leave it to time and 
chance, and-the egregious fblly of tiwir 
own (ilpporters, to configa them to ob- 
livion. 

■But there is anothei- fort of Mctho-* 
Dis»t, with is better eptitled to our at> 
tehtidn j and I think it may not impro- 
perly he called, the »;W> and temperate. 
Each, 
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^achi wk^out doubt, h hmtfol in its. 
vaji but by far the greateft dangfit is to 
be apprehended from the bcterj whidi, 
amidft all its abfurdities, carries with it 
iofne ferhblance of reafoii, and fome fhew 
of fcience*: Which doth not 4irea:Ijr 
and 

• Irl WiifH6rts, Which are puT?ly ftittaphyflea), ft 
1^ IttipoffiWe to avoid tht 'aft of fnetatihjrfical nrttii; 
drevcTi't^e {bbtUtiits of dbftrnre tieafoillng. fidt iti 
^t fctcnces there isa warof Ufmg terilns, ^hlch ttnn 
ohlf to embamfs a queRioH ; as aifb there are itu- 
thods -of argmng. Which, though Ipetioat and Itfl- 
ptjfing, are fbrniil, on a ftrift examitiaiioh, dthef 
perplexed and antntcKlgiblej ot faHe and ttiCotl- 
chjfive. 

When theHtVerertd Mr. JortATHAti fibwASas,' 
Pr«fidfent of the College Of New Jersey, aArts t 
tfitrdl necfffhy in i^QlMi tonfiftbnt with free-Will, fae 
brings together ideas, which, if not direflly rcpug- 
naiTt, are wholly diffimilar and uhrdaied ^ juft at I 
Aould do, if, at a vaft capence of learned Lmoar, X 
endeavoured to prove and ezptain the aatural tnermtt 
ef a£Kons. 



It is proper, however, to lay before the K«adef 
hh ovri\ Exphnatlon of his Own hypoihells. 

*' Mere! rmiffity is owing to the Porter and Go* 
TCmtnent of tHe inclination of the heart, either habi- 
roal, or occafionaij eitrfied by MbtWe;" Letter to 
a MinJiter of the Church of Scoiland, p. 1 1. 
' It is to be hoped that this Mlhifler «vas one of fhe 
double- lighted, as the ln£aiiit\g lies Athcr too deep 
for eotntnon C^ifbrfers. 

Again, 
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and conftantly 1^ defiance'to nature and 
common lenle, but often, m its pious 
paroxyfms, lofes fight of both. 

It is difficult to attempt definitions in 
fubjefts, where fancy has fo large a fway j 

Again, when this very philofophicii^ Divine aflerti 
the mtral netiffily of God's vaiitmst or the necellary 
determinations of the divine wiU, in order to defend 
and eftablilh the Calviniftic Doiflrincs concemin^f 
^bfiluie Detrees, an aniverfal, deafive Pmiidenct, and 
the reft of thatftampj he dogi::atizes with great airi 
of affurance in matters, where if we venture to pe- 
culate at all, it Ihould be with great modefty. For 
ve never can comprehend how events of a certain 
clafs are connected with their caufes | and arc iinablo 
to reconcile the divine prcfciencc with our own free- 
dom, though we are clearly convinced of both. Nor 
^ill the new, and nonfcnGcal dillindions of God'a 
puceptivi will, and of his dlfpofiog will, in the leaft 
at^ft us, or alleviate the abfuraities which follow from 
the. Doftrine of Jbfelute, eternal, perfonaf EUfflon, 

He infuljts Dr. Whitby, through fouror five pages, 
for aHcrttng, that the freedom of human anions is 
eflential to virtue, and, at the fame time, allowing 
that moral excellence in God is necelTary, yet vir- 
tubiis and praife-worthy. This quick-fighted MeU- 
pbyiician, who is fo fond of inventing or adopting 
mere verbal diflinAions, which have no rcundation, 
cannot difcem a difference between an infinite Na- 
ture, and his own; but argues and concludes from 
f^ one to the other, as freely and peremptoritv, aa 
if the analogy between them was perfect througnout, 
■nd as if he undetftood both with equal clearneli. . 

yet. 
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yd:, in order to put the unwary on thdr 
guard, I will endeavour to give fome 
account of it. I fliould call it then^ 
V A ipecies of Enthufiafm, which draws 
the attention fo ftrongly to fome parti- 
tular dodrines and duties of Revealed re- 
ligion,. «id fixe; it upon them fo intently, 
as ^moft to exclude die other paits of 
reli^on, and even morality itfblf." Out 
pf iuch truths and doctrines, the fanatic 
of this fort commonly fele£ts the moft 
difficult that can be found. His favouHte 
and conftant topics arc Grace and AJfur- 
artcet Predejlination and Original Stn. On 
tbefe he will harangue the unlettered mul- 
titude; but inftcad of explaining the 
terms in any rational, or confiftent maa- 
ner, he boldly affiimes a fet of principles 
of his own i and draws from them fuch 
j:onclufions as are beft futted to his wild 
liypothefis. At firft fight, one would not 
imagine 
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itbagine that fuch pertbiu trtre at all 
fikely to be peflefled with the love of 
fyftem. It it certain however^that they 
pretcsd to folve almoft every diiSculty 
that occurs ia the coodiKEt of Pcowdence, 
by the help of theft principles, or lead, 
ing truths, of the Gofpel, a( they chtifc 
to eaU them. . The ground-work of the 
whole feems to beas fallows, 

. " God being Ciprcmely pcrfeft, and 
infinitely greater than the Univerfe (i. e. 
more important) a regard to his own 
glory, or a difplay of his pcrfeftions muft 
be the foLe end -oi his AdminiAration. 
If man Ihould never fin, his julticc in 
j>uailhing him CQuld never be dilplayed. 
^or this reafon he predefined the fall of 
Adam; and left opportunities for the 
full difplay of his vindi^ve juftice Ihoold 
be want'uig, he introduces all the pofte- 
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ritr of Adam into the wotH mth vnWi 
bent upon linnins, and averfe from 
gaodiie&. 

On the other hand, with a Anew to 
difplay his merest an mfinite. Atonement 
was provided for all indeed in oae fenl^ 
but this, in Uie event and ilCue, was mad* 
for very few — the favoured and fortunatq 
Objects of hifi free Ele£tioa and iaving 
GracQ ! who are to admire anc^ applau} 
his juftice in damning to all etermty bjr 
far the greatei^T their devoted race. If 
any Ob}e£tion is made to this fbheme^ 
the Anfwer is, God is omnipotent, aiod 
not reAr^ned, or accountable in any (ea& 
whatever: he may therefore difpofe of 
his creatures according to his own ablb- 
lute decrees, without any regard to their 
behaviour, to the reaibns of things^ or 
the rcftitude of his own nature. But, 
if 
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if any reafon of.his feverity be reqmrcd, 
vre are told^ that manj in confequence of 
his inbred corruption, and inherent tHr> 
pitude> is bom under the wrath* of God, 
^nd is at mmity with hirh in the ftri6left 
and propereft fenfe of thofe words ; we 
are told, that the Sin of our firft Parents 
being a direft offence againft the majefty 
of an injmte^ all-perfe£t Being, and pu- 
nilhable not only in themfelves, bbt in all 
theirdefogndantsj that part of thefe, whom 
he hath not predeftined to fa],vation, muft 
of courfe be baniihed from his prefence, 
and configncd to endlefs and infinite mi- 
fery" (although mtnre than this his juftice 
could not decree, nor his power infli6>, 
for the punifhment of aBualy wilful; in- 
mrigihle finners !) 

• See the learned Dr. Whitby's long Note on 
*f Cfaildren of Wratb" to the 3rd v. of the Ind 
Cb^. of the £p. to the £phefian>. 

Such 
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St;cH> I think, are the malii branches 
of this fyftem (grafted on the old ftock 
of heretical error) which, abfurd and 
fhocking as it is, yet when artfiiUy mo- 
dernized, and moulded by the hands of 
an able Mafter, has a plaulible appear- 
ance ; and as it pretends a particular 
conformity with Scripture, and favours 
the fuperftition of the greater part, I 
do not much wonder that it has many 
adherents. I believe thefe leading prin- 
ciples of it are truly ftatedj for to tracQ 
it through all its parts, is not my defign. 
I would only obferve, that they proceed 
from the fame fource, and terminate in 
the fame folly, as the errors of moft 
other Se£ls, whether ancient or modern. 
They would all be " wife above that 
which is written," and account for every 
obfcurity in the meafurcs of divine go- 
Ternmentj — unveiled but in part to us. 
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and nevfec p^rh^ps to ht uiM9ri)»9d but 
in part, by the higheft Onder 9f iCsUftul 
Scmg«* 

If front the Qpimm^ and T'^^^i of the 
Syfleai, we proceed to the Simper gnil 
Genius of its Frofeflbrs, we ihalj ibon 
difcover them m the Scitfimepts, or Mat- 
ter, as well' as in the Stile, or Ei^irefEon •* 
an ilI.pUced, uncharitable feverity va^ 
cenforioufn^^s in the former, chiefly di- 
rected a|;ain(lt the regular Clergy: and 
in the latter^ that coarfe and ilovenly 
manner, which is genecaUy t^x&o. for 
want of a better, though fcrnetimcs af- 
fefled under the fpecious pretence of a 
Scriptural limpUcity. But in nothing is 
the Charafter we are hece confidering fo 
ftrongly feen, as in the Sequent cufioai, 
and abfurd nianner,. of ^uotiag the Scrip- 
tuTfh which cither converts ioto Noa- 
fenfe 
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fenfe the pafii^es cited i at perverts the 
fenfe of thcRH juft as the prefent fancy; 
ot pnipofe may require. And here I 
Would beg leave to intunate, that fo long 
as any Preacher, or Writer, is guilty of 
this fault, whatever may be his rank in 
the ChWtch, or RepubUc of letters, he 
tnay juftly be fuiptfted either of leaning 
to this Charafter, or of aitunung it for 
fome private purpole. 

~ I fiiid, fufpeSed^oT the trath is, this 
"prafticc is alfo owing to caufes oi another 
kind. Ever fince Popery has been rea- 
Jhned^ as well as laughed, out of counte- 
nance in all Proteftant countries, the 
growth of Deifm, and the decay of Piety 
have juftly been complained of herej and 
are now more alamung than ever j not- 
withftanding it is the glory of our Age 
and Countiy to have produced the beft 
C Comments 
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Comments on the Scriptures, and tfae 
ableft Defences of Religion that ever were 
writteni nbtwithftandiiig too» the Av" 
GUST Persons, whofe Examples* fliould 
naturally have that Influence, which nei- 
ther Laws, nor Authority can have, over 
the bearts of men, are lb Angularly emi- 
nent for thdr amiable qualities} fuch 
acknowledged Patterns of virtuous con- 

dua • 

Besides the _^y Sceptical, and the taa- 
lignant free-tbinking Genius, whofe inten- 
tions arc manifeAly boftile to reli^on, 
there hath crept into thefe kingdoms a 
cold Pbshfopbic Spirit, which, by over- 
rating the endowments of the human 
mind, and infilling too ftrongly on the 

* It is not at all furpri&ng, that fome Perfooi, 
whofe feelings are naturally cola, fhould, when placed 
in a certain fituation, affedl Iht firvars tf pitty; or 
that others* who are Grangers to the power and effi- 
cacy of religion, Ihould affiime th« appearance of it. 

right 
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right propenfities of bur commdn nature^ 
hath almoft TuperTeded alike the virtues 
of Faith, and the blcflings of Grace. It 
has even taught meni— dependant, dege- 
nerate, linful men, to conftder the love 
of Ood, and gratitude to.the Redeemer,-— 
themoft natural^ and the moft reafonable 
of all our affections, as a fpecies of En- 
thufiafm *. Such notions were the more 
formidable, becaufe they iprang up among 
ftudious and contemplative perfons, who 
were not fufpeCted of any ill defigns, nor 
a£tuated, perhaps, by any wrong motives. 
It is eafy to perceive that fuch an acci- 
dent muft have been extremely favour- 
able t6 the growth of Methodism, whole 
mfun purpofe is, to reprobate Reafon and 
Philofophy j to awaken and inflame the 

* So little indeed Is the connexion which this paf- 
fion has with the love of God, that it really proceed* 
from the love of Ourfelves. Hence the gronndlefs 
perfuafion, (o prevalent with all Enthufialts, that tb/y 
arc the peculiar friends and favouritea of Heaven. 

c 2 devout 
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devout affis6liotl8;AhdroUJ*e men:to a 
fenfe of piety by incefikfit a^^als to their 
hopes and fears. There is ihdeed in every 
ftage of fociety, and in every period of 
life, abundant caufe to awaken that fenle. 
Bat it is not confidered by zealots, that, 
irt order to maintain, and prefetve it, re- 
ligion mtift be placed on Its proper bafis; 
the proofs of it mufl: be fubmittcd to 
reafon ; and the obligations to it enforced 
by fuitable aiguments. And although it 
be neceflary to appeal to the paflions lA 
tlieir turn, jet a fettled piety can only bo 
the refult of an informed underftanding. 

There are feme Paflkges in FIeHe* 
xon's Dialogues on the Eloquence x]f the 
Pulpit, which have fo near a nelaticm to 
the prefent fubjeft, that I think it not 
aniifs to tranfcribe them. 
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■■ A Pceacher engbt to aSeSt people 
hf &joag: itaagnt tait «t is iram th; 
ficriptxire&heiihoiil^ljnim to mtki powerp 
fat hapreffiaiu. There be n»y clearljr 
ili&Hr^ Che nray tg fendn Scmvuis fitit 
and papular, 'Viitfaaat Idfing Afi {erct 
•ql dignity littf oaght siMijt tOifo&Si 



It tie C;iergy sff^M thpnjfelvss, te this 
mode fi teacbiag, we: <bouI4 .^v; twp 
aiflte^t 6)ls of Pfe«i)ier» t Thliy,- «'h9 
ai?e endpw^d, with jijregtflwre of vivacity, 
Vfouji wpWr>, the §criptvires clearly, 
without imitating its iively.ai;4 aoirnated 
manner j and if they expounded the word 
of God jvdicioufljr, ai^ fqppprtcd t^eir 
define hy im esenpliiry )if|Si they would 
lie Mffy .g?pd Fre^chers. Th^ would 
coyilpy wjut 3t. .Ambrose require;, a 
(^«lt^. topl^ clear ^le, full of weight 
md grairity, witfaoiit Reding elef^nc^ 
J c 3 or 
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or defplfing the fmbatfandfs and graces of 
language. The odier '&rt> being of a 
poetical turn of mtnci, would explain the 
holy Book in its vmifyk and figures^ and 
by that means 1)eeome accompUlhed 
Preachn^. The former would inftnift 
their hearers with ibUdity uid pBrifa* 
cuity } the latter would add ta their in- 
ftruflion the fubKmxty, the vehemence, 
and dinne enthuliafin of the Scriptures, 
which would tn: (if I may £> fay) entii^ 
^nd living in' them, as much as it cati't^ 
in men, who are not miraculoufly ilrt- 
Jpired from above," 

One would- not imagine that Observa- 
tions fo poor in themfelves, and fo ill 
cxprefied, Aiould have come from the 
Pen of fo-great a Man. Befides the loc4e-^ 
nefs, and tautology, the confufion and 
inaccuracy, that run through themj 
either 
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either- he is ftrangely miftaken in one 
point, : or he has expi*cl&d himfelf very 
incauttoufly. To explain Scripture by 
the very things, which want explaining- 
its own ftyb and figures, is a moll pre- 
pofterous method. Preachers too of the 
poetical caft he mentions, if they indulge 
it, as they generally do, in unfolding the 
Do£lrines of our religion, g^ve us, in the 
room of thefe, their own fantaftic no- 
tions. For perfons of this turn of mind 
very leldom have a logical head : and if 
they were capable of judging better, would 
hardly fubmit to be retrained by thofe 
jevere laws of criticifm, and found rules 
of interpretation, which the good fenfe 
of thefe later ages has laid down as in- 
violable. I believe indeed thatfuch lively 
and poetical Expofitors as die good Pre- 
late mentions, might eafily become ac- 
(mpUJhed M^ics i multiply (ymbols and 
c 4 fliadows 
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Shadows with great dexterity pf inven- 
tion ; and extraft allegorical, or prophetic 
meanings, from almoft every pafTage or 
fentence of the ijn^ired Writers. 

Indeed, oiir modem Myflla feem to 
confider th? yery words and phrales of 
Scripture as mfpired and di£lated by the 
Holy Spirit. . Hence, the abfurd, fuper- 
ftitious manner of ^ting, and Applying 
them (b common with thofe Teachers, 
wJiofe piety feeras to draw all its ftrength 
qnd nourilhment fronj Sounds ; and whole 
zeal, though well meant, is too often bu- 
fied in difparaging the Obligations of Na- 
tural religion. For a proof of this we may 
appeal to the. Sermons and other Publi- 
cations of thar. celebrated Preachers. I 
fpeak.of the generality j an.d although 
perhaps there may be fome exceptions j 
jet I think that even the Toberer and 
fedater 



n,s,t,..d:,i. Google 



( 25 ) 

fedater part are by no means exempt from 
this fault. For as to thofe, who, with- 
out any pretenfions, but fuch as cannot 
be allowed fince the time that infpiration 
ceafed, aflame to themfelves the office of 
Apoftles J and traverfe the kingdom to 
refcue diftrcifcd and neglected SouU from 
the hands of theij own proper Guides, 
and appointed Inftruflors, — I do not 
concern myfelf with fuch perfons. If 
. they are beneath the notice of laws, as 
well as beyond, the readi of arguments ; 
and if fifty years' experience cannot open 
the eyes of the People; I know of no 
remedy: the evil mufte'en take its courfe. 

, It is true, the main fpring or fource 
of fuch fanatical excefies is in the mind 
and heart of man, which He open to every 
fpdcies of en'or and extravagance, if th^ 
arc 
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are not prepared and guarded by a right 
education. 

But there is another caufe, latent in- 
deed, or littljs attended to, which hath 
had a powerful influence, and princi-. 
pal ftiare, if not in producing this Evil, 
yet at leaft in extending the cfFefts of it. 
So flippery is the ground I am how 
upon, that, even with Truth to uphold 
and fupport me, I feel as be did, who 
walked upon the waves. Tender in 
touching the laurels of fuch Heroes, and 
reftrained by a. reverence which borders' 
on fuperilition, I dare not begin my In- 
quiries, where I ought to begin them,— 
with our Barrows, our Tillotsons, 
and oar Atterburys : For, moft cer- 
tain it is, that many even of their Com- 
pofitions are exceedingly blemiftied by. 
- ■ the 
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the ^fjiBDwy and btfauSt of Scriptur*'? 
CJuoUtionS:} while this pn^ce, autho- 
rized by thera, and by other r^olar Di- 
nnes cf d» fi{ft charafler, . bath aiforded 
a handle for thofe tmld, AfpHcatims, «f 
Scriftim, on which the whole fyfteiitpf 
Methodism is : built and eftabUlhed^ 
Before the Reformation our Divinity was 
ndiolly made up of the -old Iiogic and 
Metaphyfiics of the Schools, employed' in 
expluning the opinions or interpretations 
of the Fathers, and reconciling thele with 
the ftrange, and foqietimes contradifloiy 
decilions of Popes, and Councils. Since 
that sera, learned Nonfenfe has loft great 
part of the "reverence. 'it was held in; 
and Authoiity, though ftill revered' by 
men of fenfe, is no longer eppofed to 
Canri£tion. The Fathexs in general 
ate now confulted, rather as witneffes of 
fa£ts, than interpreters of doflrines; and 
thofc 
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thefe great Men, who led the my m col- 
k£ting the meaning of Scriptun from tlie 
ScriptUKa themlelvec, bellowed Inch in- 
cefiimt pain! on d«fe Writings, and ar^ 
lived at fach an nitimacy with them, that 
the Sfirit ef^gethg them, though rather 
immoderate, was {wrfedlj natural. 

And 3» cur eoinent Kvims cf an 
c^d^r period had thus payed t&is wajr for 
the intnthSitii of Metbosism, & thoft 
t>f a later dale prslcst ue yiitk ptooff of 
its i^hmce, and tiaefngr^ it faa> made; 

The Reader will perhaps be ftartled, 
when the incouipanble Seckek k pro- 
duced as an inftance of tlus. But who- 
ever IhaU' examine with attention ami 
imiaftiality tlie fuhftance of his ^igu> 
menti in favour of Original Sin, and the 
fade of the Fal&gesiu has brougbt &om 
Scripture 
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Scripture to confirm thoC; argomoita, a$ 
ftated ia his twenty-ninth Leftora on the 
Church-Gatechilin, wiU be able M judge 
how far the charge is fupportcity proof. 
As the Authority of fuch Perfons it dt6 
moi$ apt to miflead us in £>me inftanc^s, 
the nuHV their learning ia capable of 
guMing us in the main,,^t i^ proper to 
evince the truth of what b here advanced 
by defending to particulars. Among the 
fixteea difierent fenfes, which have been 
oSeitd or obtruded by the Writers, 

( i I omnibus unus 

Error, fed variis illudit partibus— — •) 

who defend that controverted Do£trine, 
his prudence direfted him to the mildeft 
and moft moderate. And yet, to fupport 
^n this, he is driven to manifeft incon- 
ftftency in his reafonings, and to appli- 
cations of Scripture improper and erro- 
neous. 
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ntous. His ufual judgment and Icctt' 
racy in ibis particular feems to have dtf- 
ferted lum;-~ar rather perhaps it has 
delerted.^but I forbear. It has been 
ihewn by Bilhop Tayiok, tile learned Dr. 
Taylor of Norwich, and others, that 
thenotion of our Nature beuig coirupted 
or defiled in confequence of Adam's Sin, 
is not to be found in the Scriptures, when 
fiurljr interpreted ; and that in the 6rft 
and pureft ages of the Church there was 
no interpretation of them, which fup- 
poled men chargeable with the guilt of 
any ilns, excepting their own. But when 
the blind and prefumptuous Phjlpfophy 
of the Schools was permitted to fabricate 
Creeds j and when Power was employed 
to fupport and enforce them ; whatever 
be the fa£t with refpect to our Nature, 
the Scriptures at leaft were very foon cor- 
rupted. And after this opinion had once 
got 



..rd^i Google 



( 3" ) 
got poflcffion, other cauies confpired to 
infix «nd eftablifh it ^ the minds of men. 
Its fuppofed connexion, and pretended 
affinity with the Scheme of Redemption, 
and DoAiine of Grace, have procured it 
fttch tefped and reverence, that, to this 
day, he, who fhoold venture to exprefs 
a doubt concenung the truth of it, would, 
at leaft by its advocates, be reputed a 
I>erfon of very Ipofe principles, if not a 
Daft in his heart.— Is it then at all juft, 
or reafonable to expe£V, that a Perfon at 
the head of the Church Ihould ^Aurb 
the peace of it, and fubje£thimfelf tocen- 
Aire and obloquy, byoppofing a harmleis 
and inveterate error?— Inveterate wegrant 
It is : how very far from harmleis, and 
how little necefiaiy to the peace of the 
Church, will foon appear. But, in the 
mean time, is there no medium between 
openly 
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ppeniy oppofing a popular Opinion, and 
directly erpoufing, or ddPending it ? 

In the courie of his admirable Lec^ 
tures, the ArcHbifliop having expldned 
the feveral duties of men in thdr diffei-ent 
ftates, and the obligations they are unddr 
to perform them, naturally goes on to 
inquire^ what ability they have for this 
purpofc. To Ihew how defeftivc they 
are, and how greatly they ftand in need 
of divine afliftance, he reafons in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

" Indeed, had we ever Kb gicatab)- 
lities, we muft have them, not of our- 
ielves, but of our Maker, from whom all 
the powers of all creatures are derived. 
But fomething farther than this is phunly 
meant here: that there are no powers 
belong- 
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belonging to human Nature in its pre- 
fent ftate, fiifficient for fo great a pur- 
pofe" [that of ferving God in an accept- 
able manner.] " The love of God is fpi- 
ritual: but we are carnal; fold under fin." 
And that fuch is our condition will ap- 
pear, by reflefling, firft, what it was at 
our birth } fecondly, what we have made 
it fince. 

As to the firft, we all give proofs^ 
greater or lefs, of an inbred diforder, and 
wrongnefs in our Underftandings, Will, 
and AiFe6lions. Poffibly, one proof that 
fome rnaygiveof it, maybe a backward- 
nefs to own it. But they Utile eoniid^, 
how fevere a fentence they would pats, 
by denying it, on themfelves, and all 
mankind. Even with our natural bad 
inclinations for f(»ne £xcu£e, w^ ^e 
.hlam^^t]^ ?D0Ugh for the ill things that 
D we 
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we do. But how much more (hould we 
be fo, if we did them all without the 
Iblicitalion of any inward depravity to 
plead afterwards in our favour P In point 
of intereft therefore, as well as truth, we 
are concerned to admit an Original 
Pronenefe to Evil in our frame: while 
yet reafon plainly teaches^ at the £mie 
time, that whatever God created, was 
originally, in its kind, perfeft and good. 

To reconcile thefe two things would 
ha^e been a great difficulty, had not Re- 
velation pointed out the way, by inform- 
ing us, that Man was. indeed made up- 
rigbtt but that the very firft of human 
race loft their innocence, and thnr hap- 
pine6 together -, and tainting, by wilful 
tranfgreflion, their own nature, tainted 
,by confequence that of their whole pofte- 
rity. ^ Thus, by one man, Sin entered 
into 
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into ttie world, and Death by Siili, arid 
fo Death pafTed upon all men, for that 
all have finned." We find, in faft, how- 
ever ditHcult it may be to account for it 
in fpeculation, that the difpofition of Pa- 
rents, both in body and mind, very com- 
monly defcend, in fome degree, to thcif 
Children. And therefore it is extremely 
credible, that fo great a change in the 
minds of our firft Parents from abfolute 
rightnefs of temper to prefumptuous 
wickedn^fs, accompanied with an equal 
change of body, from an immortal coTi- 
dition to a mortal one, produced perhaps 
in part by the phyfical effefts of the for- 
bidden tree) that thefe tilings, J fay, 
fhould derive their fatal influence to every 
fucceeding generation. For though God 
will never impute any thing to us, as 
our perfonal faulty which is not of our 
own doing j yet he may very juftly with- 
02 hold 
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hold from us thofe privileges, which he. 
granted to our firft Parents, only on con- 
dition of their faultlefs obedience ; and 
leave us fubjeft to thofe inconveniences, 
which followed of courfe from their dif- 
obedience : as in multitudes of other cafes 
we fee Children in far worfe clrcum- 
llances by the faults of their diftant 
forefathers, than they otherwife would, 
have been. And moft evidently, it is no 
mote a haidfhip upon us to become fuch as 
weare, by means of Adam's tranlgreffion, 
than to fuffer what we often do for the, 
• tranfgreffion of our other Anceftors; or to. 
have been created fuch as we are, without 
any one's trangreffion j whjsh laft, all 
who difbclieve Original Si.n^ mufl affirm 
to be our cafe." 

I have cited tbefc Obfervations at their 

full length, and. without interruption, 

that 
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that the meaning of them, when it can 
be difcerned, may be feen with the greater 
certainty. For. indred the ftate of ,the 
Queftion is fo often changed, and the 
condition of our Nature ifo varioufly re- 
prefented, that it is extremely 4ifiicul,t to 
affix any precife or determmate fenfe to 
the feveral defcriptions thfit are given 
concerning it. Sooaetimes ikyt account 
is fuch, that any one, not fwom to a 
Syftemj would readily a&nt to it. Wh^t 
we derive from Adam, is the Jofs or for- 
feiture of thofe ,pretci;natur:4 privileges> 
wluch;09d, out. of free gra<;e and bounty, 
.had reierved. for him and lus.defcendants, 
.had he not tranfgrelfed \ and thofe poii> 
tive evils, which were .the natural confe- 
quences qf his tranigreffion (qnd to him 
a punifhment, properly To called), Hz. 
Mortality, Pain, Sicknefs, Sorrow, and 
the xeft of that tragical train, which we, 
D 3 by 
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by our own tranlgreffions, have rendered 

•more afflifting ftill. At other times, it 
is befides all this, an inbecent, unavoid^ 
-able depravity of mind and will j a pre- 
fumptuous, inbred wickednefs, which 
renders us finful and guilty in the eye of 
God, before it is pofiible for us to have 
any idea' of fin or guilt. That all this is 
included in the fenfe> which the Arch- 

. bifhop intended to efpoufe upon the 
whole, is evident from the following ex- 
preffions — of our firft Parents having 
tainted by wilful tranfgreflion their own 
Nature, and by confequence, that of 
their whole pofterity— of tbeir depravity 
defcending to us, by natural inheritance, 
as a moral ftain, exactly in the fame way, 
as the mere efFeds of bodily tempera- 
ment (which undoubtedly influences the . 
mind in many refpefls), or of a fbr- 

. tune, impaired or ruined by ill conduct, 
ar9 
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are derived from Parents on thnr guilt- 
less Offspring. As if this were not in- 
contiftent enough, almoft in . the fame 
breath it is aiTerted, that our Original 
weakneis is not our fault, and that God 
will never impute any thing to us as our 
ferfonal fault, which is not our doing. 
What is meant by perfmal faulty I cannot 
concave, unlefs this epithet be thrown 
in for the fake of faidng the Notion, 
which here, iox a moment, feems to be 
given up j but then the fenfe muft be,— 
a very ftrange one indeed !•— that the 
fault of ^eiber may be imputed to us, 
though we could not prevent it. Again 
it is faid, that, with all this inbred dif- 
order, and inherent depravity, refident 
in the very frame and texture of our 
minds, we feel within us an Obligation 
of Confeience to do every thing that is 
pght and good. 

P Af WOOLP 
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Wou^i-D not any one cohcfeive tkmt 
this r^refcntation, that the great Creator, 
itiftead oF making Man tii his own. image* 
had refolved to ptcfervc ah image of tbe 
Chaos in the human mind? For what 
elfe do we fee, but jarring principle,' 
and conflifting eJemcnts— Non bewS 
jtin^rum difcordia fcmina reiom ! Yet 
this Nature, it feems, depraved and de-K 
£1ed as it is, has one :great advantage to 
recoriimend it. " They little YJonfider, 
how fevere a fentence th^ ■ivoirid pais; 
by d^n/mg it, on themfelves, aiid aH 
inankind. Even with otrr natural lad 
inclinations for tbnie 'Eifcafe, we arc 
blameahlc enough for the 'ill thii^s that 
we do. But how much more fhould we 
be -fo, 'if we difl them fill WithoiM: the for 
iicitation of any inward tlei>ravity to plead 
afterwards in our favour ? In point of 
, intereft therefore, as well as truth, •weare 
con- 
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concemedito adr&k «n Origin^ pranenels- 
, tt) Evil in cfur fmmet" Not in tfaekafti 
b«c!i^ ihi^mei'e imbecUUty of our i^. 
tur^ and a had Eduotdon, laiadur'^- 
wiiicfa nny be omn^ to Ourftires, at^ 
more than Aqam's hani^ fiono), mXU 
for tko&, who look fov Exctifes^ do juft 
ta well. Indeed, if tfa^iofi^ <ould h» 
pleaded vlith Aogr coioor pftsea&ni Kh^ 
moft ; -wacked Man livtiig^ wouM fifivtu; 
vant aa .apak^y;^^ m^g^ ^hare ifaid, a. 
jtdtification. But what an ehtitaqe tb 
6affGpS6.ii(m. aUb is hece ojiened i Ho oee 
0dn .piiBtehd 40 f oirm the. is^ -cbnie&tiit 
oonceming the meB6ire*iof,tke fuppolsd 
poUutloD, or the mtmtat*- of its coa* 
veyance; 

* If it belaid, that wc may >ull as well dei^tb); 
exiftencc of Crate, Gaae we 4tnow nettber in mihot 
meafure, nor in what manner li^ii.power iscoavfyeti, 
^nd exerted} I aaCwec, thatalthdygh wecannotiua- 
derlland how, or in what d^igne ttw aiuul of uianu 
influfioced fay'tbe Deity : ,y«t <we: ^oow Stam .Sfpe- 
tience, that it ma;/ be iiiauenced hi various ways 
without 
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licyance} fo that if we will neolg account 
for either, recourfe muA; be had to the 
old ocCult. qualities, or magical influences, 
and not to any found philolb[^ica] prin- 
^^s, which never can ex[:dun them. 
Ev«n without the afllftance of fiich com- 
modious Doftrines, men are but too apt, 
when they violate the laws of religion 
and confcience, to extenuate their wick- 
ednefe ky throwing the blame upon Na- 
ture: they eafilj reafon themlelves into 
die' perfuafion, that vice is conftitutional, 
and the natural force of th«r palHons too 
fixed to be altered, and too violent to bs 
relifted. On the contrary, thofe, who 
are flncera in the purfiut of virtue j who 

vrithout our perceiving it ; and furely then /tub an 
influence may well be admitted aft(r the proof oi a 
divine Revelation, which declares the U&. But that 
the holieft of Beings fhouid be the Author or Caufe 
of moral depravity, is equally repugnant to Reafon 
atid Scripture. Yet this he muft be, if he conveys it 
either by his own immediate aft, or by the operatiop 
pf thofe lawi by wbicit t)e governs the Univerfe. 

endeq* 
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endeavour to difcipline and fubdue their 
pafllons, if they admit this Notion, an4 
are ever fo little inclined to d^eflioq, oj- 
melancholy, when their beft eiForts prove 
ineffeclaal, as will fometimes happen, 
may be driven to a ftate of inconibldble 
defperation. Lord Bacon fays, men 
ihould not fet themfelves too hard t^s : 
iind I venture to add, that if they have 
any grounds for fupp<^ng, that Nature 
has fet them fuch, the perfonnanee ^ 
likely to be notiiing; or very ihort of 
.their real abilities, iinperfiefl as they are. 

But the fentcnce with which, the Oh^ 
fervatioiis conclude, is of all the mioft 
curious. ** And moft evidently, it is no 
more a hardfliip upon us to become fucb as 
fee are by means of Adam's tranigreffion, 
*han to fuffer what we often do for the 
^anfgreOipn of our other Anceftors ; gr 
t9 
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fo biptje Seen created Ju^oivpe are J without 
9s\y one's tranfgreflion, which laft, all^ 
who difbelieve Original Sm, muft affinn 
to be our cafe." 

Tiu8 ientence, in the out-fet, promifes 
•great peFTpicuity, but is involved in ^udi 
^aricnefs both oli foitiment and expref- 
^OH, that I know not at all whattomdlK 
of ito ^Gbd aknighty, \n virtue of his 
^prone doimnion, might certainly create 
lis with ^uch excellences,, or imperfeo- 
■tii»i8, as-to . him foemed proper. And 
although o'ur condition, had Adam con- 
tinued innocent, and]upright, might have 
'been much more fecure and happy, Than 
it now is, yet, leaving Revelation quite 
out of the queftion, we certainly have no 
'right to complain of its being lefs advan- 
'tageous in confequence of his tranlgref- 
'fion ; or becaufe we inherit fomc part of 
his 



,,;. Google 



( « ) 

his misfortunes, provided we. are not 
loaded with his guilt; formally and finally 
punilhed for his. fault;, or liable to be to. 
If Original Sin means lefs than this, it- 
means nothing at all. But this furely is 
fomdthing very different from a ftate of 
mere imperfeftion, whatever caufc that 
ftate be referoed to : and whether the for- 
mer would, or vTOuld not, be a hanJfliip, 
the common feelings of mankind wiB de- 
termine .in a moment. 

■ Fkom the Rtafmings of the Archbilbop 
let us now pafs on to his jifplicatiohs of 
Scripture. The firft Paflage cited, is as 
follows : " The law of God is fpiritual, 
but we are carnal j fold under Sin." From 
all that precedes and follows this Quota- 
tion, it is quite evident, that it is pro» 
duced as confirming his arguments for the 
univerfal, unavoidable pollution of out 
•■• . Nature 
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Nature through Adam's Sin. Now> the. 
defign of the Apoftle may be cleady col- 
lected from the connenon vi^ch the Paf- 
Jage has with the context, as well as from 
the chief fubjefl of the Chapter it belongs 
to. And it is the plain purport of both 
to point out the very diiFerent fpirit and 
genius of the Lawy and Gofpely in order to 
cure the Judaizing Converts, of their re- 
maining attachment to thofe carnal Ordi- 
nances, under which they had hitherto 
lived, and from which they were now 
happily releafed. The beft method of 
efFefting this cure, was, to ftiew them 
the infufficiency, and imperfeftion of the 
Law, they fo fuperftitioufly revered j — to 
fhew them, that though wife in the 
grounds of its inftitution, as well as ufe- 
ful and neceflary in its feafon, yet it al- 
ways favoured their carnal, and corrupt 
dif^Iition In two capital inftances — by 
the 
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the burthenfome number, and galfing 
ftriftnefs of its commands and prohibi- 
tions, increafing tranfgreffiam j and, at the 
fame time, leaning the merit of obedience 
by the meannefs of the motives it pro- 
pofed. On the contrary, the Law of God, 
now clearly revealed in the Gofpel, h 
JpirituaU and will free You, fays St. 
Paul, if You follow the fpirit of it, from 
the dominion of that animal principle, by 
indulging which, your lapfed Nature, 
originally frail and imperfect, becomes 
corrupted and defiled: will releafe You 
from all fubje^lion to thofe lufts and 
paflions, by yielding to which. You arc 
fold^ as it were, and enflaved under Jin, 

This, I believe, is a fair and full in- 
terpretation of St. Paul's words. And 
} would beg leave to remark, that, in 
the courie of lus reaIoning> he plamly 
fuppofes 
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iiggoSes good propenfities bdonging t9 
our Nature, aa well as bad : b; obtjinj 
the former Zacharias, Eiizabeth, 
and others are laid to have been rigbtme 
hfcre God, and to hare wallud in aU tk 
Commafidmaitt afthe Lord biamekji. . Now, 
as no one would impute the condu£t of 
thele to Original righteoufnefs, ia the 
very different behaviour of the greater 
part of mankind may be eafily accounted 
for without die fuppofition of Ori^nal 
Sin, which traduces our Nature, and dif- 
honours the D«ity. 

Second Paflage. " Thus, by oneMan 
Sin entered into the world, and death by 
fin i and fo death paiTed upon all men, 
^or thgt aU hare fmned." Asau being 
^. firftof the ihuman jace, if he finned 
at.a]!,, mnfl; tw the firA, who finned; 
,Sil therefore, itHertd into ihe iworld by 
him, 
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him, and in confequence of it all his de- 
icendants (one or two excepted], becan\e 
fabjeft to that mortality, which he had 
incurred. Sin propagated from that root, 
or beginnings not from that caufey did 
afterwards become general j and - every 
SinnCT deferved death upon his own'ac- 
CQunt, though, in fome re^fls, not ib 
criminal as Adam was, -nor at all the 
more ib for having defcended from him. 

Third Paffage. " The imagination 
of man's heart is evil from his Youth. 
We were fhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin 
did our Mother conceive us." The latter 
member. of the Sentence is put in the 
Phiral, on purpofe to apply the affertion 
more direftly and clearly to the point of 
an original, and imputed guilt. Yet this, 
as might be proved from many parallel 
E places 
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places * of Scripture, is a mere Hebraifm, 
or hyperbolical Exprcflion, denoting only 
a high degree of finfulnefs. Had it been 
really inherent, ftriftly natural, and of 
courfe unavoidable, David would notfo 
often have deplored his own folly, but 
rather have complained of his hard fete ; 
and have afcribed Ibme part at leaft of 
the blame to that caufe. 

In {hort, there is nothing in any of 
thcfe Paflages, when rightly interpreted, 
which can in the leaft favour the notion 
of a natural, or original curruption, de- 
rived ffom Adam, and feated in the 
mind and will. Now, if neither thefe, 
nor any of the other Paflages of Sciip- 
ture, which have been alleged in fupport 
of this notion, do really fupport it ; then 

• Job V. 34. and xxh. 18. Ifa. xlviii. S. 

the 
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the ninth Article of our Church, waa 
meant to be underftood with a reafbnable 
latitude, leaving every man in fuch diffi- 
cult points, to chufe among the different 
ftnfes of which the words are capable^ 
that which he thinks moft conformable 
to truth and Scripture. Of this we may- 
be convinced from the be^nning of the 
lixth, and from the whole of the twenty- 
ninth Article. It is true the fecond con- 
cludes thus, " very God, and very Man, 
who truly fuffered, was crucified, dead, 
and butied, to reconcile his Father to us, 
and to be a fecrifice, not only for Originat 
guilty but alfo for a£tual fins of men." 
But the fevcnteenth concludes with the 
following general declaration, "Further- 
more, we muft recdve God's promifes in 
fuch wife, as they be generally fct forth 
to us in holy Scripture. And in our 
Doings, that will of God is to be fof- 
s 2 lowed. 
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towed, which we have cxprefsly declared 
to us in the word of God." Now, as 
the fenfe of the former Extraft muft not 
be fuch as direftly contradifts all onr 
ideas of God's juftice and goodnefs, as 
declared in every part of his word ; fo 
the terms. Original guilt- may very fairly 
mean that- guilty which the fbumkrs <rf: 
our race contra6:ed for themfelves only, 
and which, although not transferable to 
their defcendants, hath indeed involved. 
them in many of its confequences. But 
as the Compilers exprelsly ^mit and. 
aHert, that Scripture is to be our ulti- 
mate guide in matters of faith, as well as 
praftice i as the Article, which treats of 
Original Sin, founds all it aflerts on what 
the Scripture declares concerning it, and 
borrows their very language to exprefs 
its meaning, no doubt it muft be fubjed 
to the fame rules of interpretation with 
a Scripture 
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Scripture itfelf ; in which particular pre- 
cepts or doflrines are never to be con- 
ftrued in a fenfe not coniiftent with its 
plain and general tenour. . 

And, on the other hand, if we appeal 
to the prmciples of a found Philofophy, 
they too will confirm this liberty of in^ 
tcrpreting in the prefent cafe, by affuring 
us, that the notion of guilt cannot, with- 
out abfurdity, be applied to natures, the 
proper fubjefts of this'quality being ^fr- 
fom only. For when it is applied to na- 
tions, or communities, it muft be in the 
way oiperfmification; and the individuals, 
or parts, of which they are compofed, are 
aSiual Jharers in the guilt imputed to the 
whole. So little need is there to be dif- 
turbed at that Article *j to. fettle the 
precife 

• The Reader, who wiflies for further fttisfeaiort 

en this Article, may compare BiJliop Taylor's Ex- 

■ 3 pofitioa 
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prccife fenfe, in which the Compilers 
themfelves underftood itj or to defend 
the Conduft of thofe, who aflent to it^ 
by SchoUftic fubtilties, or mean prevari- 
cation. 

Permit me to add, before I difnujit 
this topic, that one of the beft argu- 
ments to prove the moral govemmeilt of 
God, is the moral Nature which he has 
given to Man> and a difpuiition, on the 
whole, favourable to virtue, not merely 
^individuals, butintherace^ or.lpecies*. 
, If 

poficion of it, according to Scripture and Reafon, 
Sea. 6- in the Unum NcccfTarium, with that by 
Bifliop Burnet, who rather ftates the Opinions of 
others, than delivers his own. It mufl, however, 
be confelTed, that he leans to the opinion of our 
Nature having contradlcd a real defikment Irom 
Adam's Sin, which he endeavours, like Secker, 
aod othcci* to give an account of in a philofopbical 
way, although he modeftly gives it as uncertain and 
conjeAoral. 

* Were we to take a hir cftimate of our Nature, 

I believe that not one bad principle or paflion would 

\te found to be properly a part of it, which doth nof 

arifii 
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If rather than give up a favourite fyftem, 
or fanciful hy^xithefis, we abandon this 
ftrong paft of Rcli^on, the enemies of 
our faith vwli improve the opportunity *. 
How indcfsd fuch an hypothcfis ftiould 
ever have pretended any connexion with 
the Doctrine o^ Grace, or the Scheme of 
Redemption, it is hard to conceive. For 
the necefllty of Grace to prefove us from 
the dangers of fin « and ra[>port us under 
the difficulties of duty, does by no means 
itnply, that our Nature was originally 
corrupted, becaufe that neceflity may be 
proved juft as well from thofe obvious 

arifc from the pervcrfion of fome good one. The 
very wort) of all, even malice itfelf, is but the abufe 
of anger, or refentment. 

* A late noble Author, whofe peculiar difliaAion 
it is, to have defended by his Writings the Condi- 
tution which he laboured to ruin by his condtuft, has 
availed himfclf of the Advaniages which the Clergy 
have given him to affault R-etigion, by thrir deducing 
from the Scriptures fu«h untenable Doflrines. His 
chief Attack is ditefted againft the moral government 
of Qod, which, if wc admit ihofe Qodrincs, lies 
open to iafurmountable ObjeAions. 

E 4 defers 
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defc£ls of it, which we all feci and de- 
plore. Not only frail, and helplefs, but 
lapfed and degenerate, it 'is quite infuf- 
ficient of itfclf, and utterly unable, to 
att^n that excellence, which rational and 
intelligent creatures cannot but Retire, 
and devoutly wilh for. And as the un- 
avoidable wants, as well as the aSual tins 
of mankind will always find exercife 
enough for this benign influence of the 
Holy Spirit i fo, to reprefent our Nature 
as more corrupt than it i^, in order to 
magnify the merits of Grjice, fcems ne^tt 
to the folly of indulging in fin " tha^ 
Grace may abound." In the fecond place, 
the difplay of the divine goodnefs and 
mercy in the Scheme of Redemption is 
. far more magnificent and glorious on the 
fuppofition, that the wretched ftate to 
which mankind are reduced, is the con- 
fcqucnce of their own mifconduft, than 
if' 
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if the Evil, which demands fo amazing 
a remedy, proceeded ultimately from 
God's decrees » But perfons of a certain 
temper, and caft of mind, can fee the 
Deity in no other light, than that of an 
Almighty Tyrant ; and love to coniider 
thwr frail fellow-creatures, as criminals 
from the cradle, at enmity * with their , 
Maker, and heirs of perdition ! Exit is 
ariimi tenor (fays an Author, who netfer 
dreamt of Original Sin, or its Advocates) 
in rigorem quendam, torvitatemque na- 
turae, duram et inflexibilem j afFe<51:ufque 
humanos adimit. Nothing here faid is 
intended in the leaft to rcfleft upon the 
excellent Archbifliop, than whom no one 
was ever farther removed from fuch a 
difpofition. How then fliall we account 
for fuch an inftahce of delufion in a per- 

• Sec the learned Dr. Whitbt's long Note to 
the vd V. of the znd Chap, of St. Paul's £p. to 
the Ephefians. 

fon 
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fan of his fuperladve fenfc and difccm- 
ment ?— .An airy Meteor, refembling that 
fined Star of Orthodoxy, which pre- 
fided at his birth, and ruled him through 
life, did perhaps deceive him; and, by 
its powerful influence on his fancy, 
fwayed and direfled the dccifions of his 
judgment. 

■ It would be to no purpofe to produce 
inffances of fuch feults in ordinary 
- Writers, and it is now fubmitted to the 
difcemment of the Reader, how far the 
following Extrafls may be confidered as. 
proofs of the loofe and negligent mar.ner, 
in which the late Dr. Ogden has applied 
the Scriptures, and alluded to them. And 
whatever may be the iffue of this Exa- 
mination, I (hould hope that his friends, 
will be lefs offended, when they fee that 
he is placed in fuch good Company. 

S E R- 
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S E R M O N XXIII. 
Tenth Commandment. Part II. 
Coloff. iii. 2. 
Set your affeSiions on things above^ not on 
things on the earth. 
The two or three firft Pages are in- 
tended to recoinmend humility, as the 
true bafis of elevated afFeftions (a thought, 
which the firft fentcnce of the Sermon 
exprefles by a very apt and ftriking com- 
parifon j) and to fliew the mifchiefs of 
^fcontent from its tendency to render 
us, i%miferahki 2ndly, irreligious i and 
jdly, imjuji. On the two former topics, 
the thoughts are very common, and not 
well expreffcd. On the laft, his obfer- 
vations are in the following words : 

He will not always withhold his hrnds^ 
^hofe heart is entiiely fet on another's 

property. 
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■ property. There wiU be fome unhappily 
favourable moment, when opportunity 
confpiring with inclination, the injuftlce 
long premeditated, wUl be at length ac- 
ccmplifhed; and then, as the Prophet 
fpeaketh, *• They, who conceive mifcbieff 
bring forth iniquity." Now, to conceive 
mifcbieft is a phrafe of fuch very general 
import, that it has no more relation to 
Covetoufnefs, than it has to ambition, 
rage, luft, jealoufy, or any other irre- 
gular defire. The faults which Isaiah 
rebukes in the Jews, in the Chapter from 
whence this paflage is taken^ are hypo- 
crify, violence, and a general difregard to 
truth and juftice; and indeed the more 
vehement and impetuous paflions are 
apter to engage men in mifchievous pro- 
jefls, than the cold, and creeping defire, 
which has money for its object, 

« Thi? 
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" This is to be. unjerftood of the 
^eatei' violations of juilice, attended with 
danger; for in lefs inftances, and thole 
that are fafe, there will be no fuch cir- 
cuinfpeftion, and delay. The unfaimels 
of the heart within will^.ihewing itfelf 
inceffintljTi and, like the ftain of glafs,- 
through which 4 ray of the fun pafles, 
will infe£t all dbjefls, and give its colour 
td every tranfaftion 6! life." It may be 
the fault of my apprehenfion, but this 
cOmparifon, or fimiUtude, feems to mi, 
like the glafs itfelf, to be endued with 
the property of obfcuring the objefts to 
be difcerned through it. For how can 
the unfairnefs of the heart give its colour 
to every tranfaShn of life, unlet it caufej 
riiem to appear falfc, and unfair, like 
itfelf r Yet. this I take to be quite wide 
of the meaning, which ought to be con- 
reyed; For the real efieft of it is, that 
it 
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it caufes men to ividge of juft and inljuit: 
by the rule of intercft, not that of reafon 
and confcience. 

, The Doflor goes on to (hew, thflt the 
very difPo^ioHt thoi^h it fhould never 
betray itfetf, or be carried into act, is, 
criminal, and vnU be pujiiflied by the 
great Searcher of hearts. FcQtn the evils- 
of discontent before deferibed^ he pro-. 
ce§ds to the, confideration of its fwroper 
remec^yi — reflexipn oa a future judgment, 
^d that contempt of all wcarktiy advan* 
t^esi or mean purfuits, which it ought, 
to inipire. " The great dofhines, the 
awful truths, the glcmous promises, the 
ta-emendous threatenings of pur holy re- 
ligion, catch the heart, and carry it as a 
Ikcrifice, to heaven ; but, like the lire of 
the Lord, that fell on the Altar of Eli- 
jah, (onfume tte «W; and ibe JUms^ a^ 
the 
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the dujl" If the imagery of this fimiU- 
tudc, or allufion, was reprefented by the ^ 
pencil (the proper way to try the truth 
of it), we fliould behold the Doctrines, 
Truths, Promifcs, and Threatenings of 
our Religion, charafterized by the co- 
lours, which their refpeftive epithets and 
qualities demand; and in the form of (b 
many flames, laying hold of the heart ; 
carrying it, as a facrifice, to heaven; 
and conjuming the woody the JioneSy and the 
duft ; i. e. the terrcftrial materials, con- 
tained within itfelf, confidered as an Al- 
tar. 1 have no doubt but this paflage, 
when fpoken, was reputed a very fine 
one ; and fuch it may probably ftill ap- 
pear to many readers. Should that be 
the cafe, I am ■ far from wifhing to rob 
them of their enjoyment ; but, from' a 
reverence for Scripture, as well as a .re- 
gard to literature, muft purfue the dull, 
and 



n,s,t,..d:,i. Google 



( «4 ) 
and invidious tafk, which is now before 
me. For the learned have need to be re- 
minded, that, to render their Difcoarfes 
inftriiftive and ufeful in the utmoft ex- 
tent, they muft not only conform to the 
Indifpenfible laws of juftnefs and pro- 
priety, but flicw fome degree Qitafie^ in 
applying the Scriptures. 

" The example and death of our Lord 
Je(us Chrift is to Chriftians an argument 
above all others, enforcing indeed every 
virtue, but with peculiar advantage this 
contempt of earthly greatnefs, and the 
love of God and man. 

It is the thing leaft obfervable in his 
example, that he prayed for his mur-r 

derers. Father forgive tbem, for tbey know 

not ivbat tbey do. He left the bofom and 

bllfs of his Father, and the glory which 

he 
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he had with him before the world was, 
en furpofe to fnffer thus : fpr this very 
end, that he might endure abufesf and in- 
fults, ftripes ^d -death: a death igao^ 
miniou5, ^xquifitely painfiil and linger- 
ipg." All thi§ is concaved in the very 
fpirit of Methodism * (hy which indeed 
the whole Sermon feeins to he informed 
arid animated)— as if he delighted in fuf- 
fgiii^s, as fack_, pr fhofe thepi for tbor, 
own fake. Could he be capable of thqjb 
fufferings, which he voluntarily fubmit- 
tf4 to, as means to acconnpUfli his great 
pyfRofc, uplefe hp diyc^ed lilmffilf of hls^ 
glory for a time, apd n^ii^pd with mor- 
tal? ? ^' He fviffered this frpm the hand^ 

* I av foiry to pbfervc. tbat the Infiutme-, which 
it is the chief purpofe of thefe Pages lo point out and 
to oppofe^ is not wholly conGned to the Wriitnp ^ 
the Clergy. For there are many among them, who, 
not contented with the real and folid praife ariling 
ftom the faithfuland z^^ilous difchargc of their Puty, 
^as Paftors,in Ihc ordinary courfe, feem a'tntiitious to 
fatpj> (htf Afiplfiuft pi thflVulga^, by tlwk popular 
alluremcntt, and devout frngiilaritiCs. 

. - F of 
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of ituni" (At whofe hands elfc couU te 
fuffer it, if he purfued his gradous pur- 
pofe?) "for whofe whole race it was, that 
he had abafed himi^If fo low, and en- 
dured fo mach. He came down from 
heaven, and would be made man, for the 
fake of men, who already owed their 
being to him j yet had broken his laws, 
were re^ardlefs of his Authority, infen- 
iible of his affeftion, and prepared to 
cnidfy him, 

'Tbey indeed were enemies : but his love 
continued. Whrni be eace kved, he loved 
toibeend. John xlii. i. He created them 
to be good, and happy j and died for 
them when they were become wretched 
finnei-s,'' 

Was it not the very realbn of his dy- 
ing, that tbey, as his fallen and fmful 
creatures, 
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creatures, ilood in need of redemption j 
and that without blood there was no temif-- 
Jion? The flatnefs and iilfipidity, the 
trjtenefs and tautology of thele pompous 
reflexions, are fcarce to be paralleled in 
any Writer, even of the loweft rank,— 
I had almoft: faid, de fsece Romvli. 

Then follow three or four Pages more, 
ds little connefted with the fuh]e£l, and 
in the fame ftr'airt of vague declamation, 
fupported by vague Quotations from 
Scripture. In fhort, whether we confider 
the reafoning, the method, or the ftyle 
of this Difcourfe, 1 very much doubt 
(notvnthftanding fome ihining Paflages) 
whether any man of real learning and 
abilities ever produced, and prefented to 
. the Public, a meaner Compofition* 

^ f 2 Among 
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Among the moft ufual ornaments, or 
rather among the tricks, of a falfe Elo- 
quence, is theJiuSied ana exaggerated 'Con' 
traji. i mention it here, becaufe the 
fondnefs for this figure hath betrayed 
many of bur Divines into talfe ™ws, and 
wrong repreientations of human Nature. 
A Paffage or two in the beginning of Dr. 
Ogden's firft Sermon on the Sacrament 
will explain my meaning. After having 
fliewn from the Scriptures the tranfcend- 
ent dignity of our blefled Saviour, in or- 
der to heighten it ftill more, he thus de- 
fcribes the condition of humanity. 

" On the other hand, Man was fifidn 
from that degree of eirthty comforts and 
enjoyments, in which this IMvihe WoPd 
had placed him, ihto a ftate of labor, 
ibrrow, difeafes, and death, by the fin 
• ■ of 
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of our firfl Barents ; and was alio liable 
to the fetitence of eternal condemnation 
to be pronounced by the juft judgment 
of Almighty God upon every wilful tranf- 
grejor. "Be was in the poffeffion of un- 
utterable glory and felicity j we were 
overwhelmed in milery} and devoted to 
deftruftion." 

The great fuddennefs of the tranfitiori 
from oiie idea to another (Wz. from Qri- 
ginai to Mfual An) creates fome confu-t 
fion in the fentiment intended to be con-i 
Veyed. It is p{ain> however^ that by 
^arty we are to underftand the whole race 
of moi,—- Adam, and all his Defcend- 
ants of whatever age, although Children; 
before they are capable of moral a£ls,' 
cannot be wilful iranjgrejfors. But why 
are we thus puzzled With inconfiftent, 
and contradiftory Accounts of our com- 
F 3 mon 
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mon Nature? — for the fake of the ftriE- 
ing. Contraft. ". He was in the poffeffion 
of unutterable gloiy and felicity ; we were 
overwhelmed in mifery.j and devoted t,o 
deftruftion." Here we are hurried back 
with equal ra|)idity to ths former, v^t^^ 
and what is this in .reality, but the very 
quinteffence of Metiiodism — Original 
Sin, founded on Abfolute decrees ? One 
would wonder ■ that Schniarsfliould Irave 
recourfe to fuch expedients for exciting 
devotion, becajife they cannot but per- 
ceive, that where the difparity between 
two Natures is infinite, all arguments 
againft the worth of the inferior, deduced 
in the way of cpmparifbn, ace nugatory 
and chiidilh. 

' It, would be eafy to purfue this En- 
quiry farther. But as it is needlefs to 
multiply inftances, I fliall only obferve 



.;, Google 



( 7' ) 

in general, that obfcurity aiilcs at.times^ ■ 
in arguments too, which are obfcure in 
themfelves, from his Quoting Scripture, 
without announcing the inteption for 
which he quotes it. The relation be* 
tween the fentiment advanc'd, and the 
paffagc which, is brought to confiriji it, 
is not always vifible of itfelf; and, in 
that cafe, if not pointed out, the confe- 
quence is, that, inftead of giving clear- 
nefs, each communicates to the othef 
additional obfcurity *. 

Upoi( 

• I have already ventured (in a Note to my Re^ 
marks, &c. No, and) to give my opinion- on the 
fijle of his Sermons, and [hall now observe on the 
mattir^ or fentimtnt, with the fame freedom. Every 
one remembers the difappoiniment that was exprefled 
at finding fa httU in them, cunailed and reduced as 
they were, to near one half of the original number. 
The truth is, the Doctor had determined at firll to 
he popular \ and for this purpofe he knew he could 
not well be too diffafg. But being hlmfelf an excel- 
lent Scholar, and intending to print his Difcourfes* 
he was ambitious alfo to be approved by Scholar^. 
This induced him to deviate from Jiis firft plan, ao4 
on a thorough revifal, to contrafl and condenJe his 
thoughts, 3S be found opportunity. But the confe- 
F 4 quence 
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Upoh the whole, I am ftrongly per- 
fuaded that a Treatife on Scripture-Quo- 
tations*, clafled and charafter'd (if I 
may 

4|Dence wai, that, leaning, at times, to oppolite 
tallesj his Sermons have not that conriflency oi cha- 
n£ter which difcerning Readers expected ro find; 
and are lefs fitted, than they otherwife might have 
teen, to pleafe either the many, or the few. 

As to thofe on the Sacrament, although they are 
not without merit, and though he left a written Me- 
morandum, that they might be pnnted, 1 wilh, for 
the fake of his reputation, that they had not appear- 
ed. For, after.all that has been fiid in difpirage- 
ment of his excellence as a Writer, it is flill true, 
and may be faid with equal confiftenqr and truth, 
that the greater part of his Sermons have abundant 
merit ; and it is with real pleafure I pay this tribute 
of refped to his Memory. A lover and encouraecr 
of learning, when living, he has left to the world a 
lading monument of his learning and genius — a 
valuable Collection of religious Difcourfes, original 
in their mamier, and unequaNed in their iind. 

• So early as the age of St. Jerom it was a prac- 
tice even with authorized Teachers to drag the Scrip- 
tures into the fervice of any SyRcm or Opinion, 
which interen or fancy might lead them to efpoufe. 
That Father, who excelled in interpreting the 
Scriptures himfelf, in his fecond EpiRIe to Paulinu3, 
written on purpofc to recommend the Study of them, 
expofes, with a jull feverity, the licentious manner 
of Quoting and Applying them, — Nee fciredignantur 

£iys he) quid Prophetic, quid Apolloli renferintj 
1 gd fenjum fuum incmgrm aptant ttjlmonia, 
Quafi 
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may rifque the expreflion), accorcUng to 
their conformity with truthj propriety, and 
tafte, or their deviation from thenij would 
be a curious, as well as ufeful perform- 
iance. No one can doubt but that, wheil 
iparingiy uled, and judicioufly employed, 
"they give to Difcourfes great force and 
teauty. ' feiit the difficulty of employing 
them with propriety arid effefV, is much 
lefs attended to, than it ought to be, 
tven by thdfe, who cannot but know it. 
There are few Paflages of any length, 
Vvhlch have riot fome reference to the 
'cuftoms, opinions, and manners of tlie 
remote tirries in which they were written ; 
"as well as to "the characters arid circum- 
ftarices of the perforis, to whom they 
were addreffed: and the lehfe oF them 
often depends on the idiom of the origi- 

Quafi grande fit, & non vitiofilEtnum docentn genus, 
depravare rentcntias, & ad velunta'tem foaib, Scrip- 
turam trahere rcpugnantem. 

nal 
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nal language, , now underftood only by 
Scholars, and that not always, or not 
very clearly. Hence, what appears very 
flrange to us, and perhaps is unintcHi- 
gible, might be ealy and natural, juft 
and proper in the higheft degree. But 
imagine fome general reremblance be- 
tween our fituation, and that of the firfl: 
Converts to Chriftianity, whether Jews, 
or Heatheas ; and in every other parti- 
cular a total dtflimiUrity : imagine the 
difference, which muft necefTarily be oc- 
caHoned by a tranflation, faithful indeed 
in the main, but almoft literal, in order 
to render it fuch : imagine fentences of 
the facred Books, pluckt from their na- 
tural order and connexion in the con- 
text} planted at random in Compolitions, 
fafhioned, of courfe, to our taite and man- 
ners} and prefented to the hearer infcraps 
and fragments— (whether to give a caft. 
u o£ 
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of piety to the piece, to favour the indo- 
lence of the Writer, or to cover his de- 
feft of invention, it matters not much) — 
imagineall this, then tell me ingenuoufly, 
whether there is any degree of confulion, 
inconfiftency, or abfurdity, which may 
not be juftly expeSed from fuch a pro- 
ceeding ? Yet fach a habit of Quoting 
Scripture have many contrafted, that 
they do as almofl: as mechanically, and 
with as little thought or attention, as 
any a£i:, which is purely inftinflive, or 
rendered habitual by frequent repetition: 
while others quote it for the purpofe of 
fupporting thar refpeftive fyftems, or 
fanciful opinions. In one cafe. Errors, 
pregnant with mifchiefs of their own, 
and often conne6led with other Errors 
equally pernicious, are ftampt with the 
feal of Truth: and in both cafes, the 
Scriptures, alike mifapplied, are defpoiled 
of 
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of their Qvn native majefty j while they. 
dis6gure and deforqi tt^e Difcourfes with 
which they are blended. 

It is true, the Prayers of our litqrgy, 
which ahound with Scrlpture-ExpreC- 
fions, are both fine compoAtions, and 
true models of devotional tafte. But the 
nature of Prayer differs much from that 
of Difcourfes j and the Art of compofing 
the former, as well as the taje by which 
it is 'governed, feems to have been gra- 
dually declining ever fince the liturgy was 
framed. This indeed is the lefs fur- 
prifing, when we confider the gradual 
change in the national manners, which 
leveral caufes have confpired to produce, 
but none fo effedually as a fyftem of ve- 
nality, deftruftive of all principle, yet 
proof agdnft all attacks. Nor rauft we 
i/vonder, as th? fcnfe of excellence relates 
alike 
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iHke both td tafli and numers, that 
tiiere is a cloib connexion and fympatby 
between them ; but Should keep a jealoiii 
tje on evei^ afeufe to which either ii 
liable, whoth«r from negligence arid in* 
attention, or friin art and contrivance. 
It is by no nieans uncommon for ex- 
tKmes to beget each other )-^or religions 
enthtiliafm to end in licentioasirnannerst 
arid fpr thcfc, in their turn, -td-prodnce 
the forweri ; In thecourft of our event- 
ful hiftpcjLwtf :fte this very ordstand ii» 
ciprocatioa-of janfeS.and effifls; May 
we not therefore juftly efteem it an alarm- 
ing fymptom, if, in times like thefe, living 
Divines of acknowledged learning, and 
unqueftioned worth, diftinguilhed too by 
the importance of their ftation, have prr- 
fented the world, with bulky Volumes of 
religious inftruaion, from the general 
caft and ftyle of which we are led to con- 
clude. 
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elude, that piety cannot be m^ntained 
without the hdp of grimace, nor dero^ 
tion be raifed without inflaming the 
paffions ^ Let us honour learning and 
worth wherever we find them. Let us 
promote piety by all prudent means. But 
inftead of fx^mir^ that influence, which 
Methodism has acqtiired whetc it never 
had any right, or pretenfions to admits, 
tance, let us refolve to confine it for the 
future within the limits of its own pro- 
vince, and proper jurifdiftion-^the DiC- 
tri£t of DuUnels and of Ignorance; 
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